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❖  is enrolled in a graduate or professional program (beyond a bachelor's degree),

❖  is married;

❖  is an orphan or a ward of the court, or was a ward of the court until age 18; or

❖  has legal dependents other than a spouse (see the box below).

In unusual circumstances, the financial aid administrator at the student’s school may make a special-
case determination of independence even if the student initially filed as a dependent student. See the
discussion on special circumstances on page 5.

TERMS USED IN THE DEFINITION OF AN INDEPENDENT STUDENT

VETERAN. A student who has engaged in active service in the U.S. Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marines or Coast Guard and was released under a condition other than
dishonorable—including a student who attended a U.S. military academy but
withdrew in good standing—or a student who is not a veteran now but will be a
veteran by June 30, 1999.

LEGAL DEPENDENT. Any child of the student who receives more than half
support from the student (the child does not have to live with the student),
including a natural or adopted child, or a child for whom the student is legal
guardian. Also, any person who lives with the student and receives more than half
of his or her support from the student and will continue to receive more than half
support from the student during the award year.

Which students qualify for the simplified EFC formulas?

The criteria listed below determine which students may have their EFCs calculated by a simplified
formula. Assets are not considered in the simplified EFC formulas.

For the 1998-99 award year, a dependent student qualifies for the simplified EFC formula if all of the
following are true:

(1) the student’s parents filed or are eligible to file a 1997 IRS Form 1040A or 1040EZ* (they
are not required to file a 1997 Form 1040), or the parents are not required to file any
income tax return; and

(2) the student filed or is eligible to file a 1997 IRS Form 1040A or 1040EZ* (he or she is not
required to file a 1997 Form 1040), or he or she is not required to file any income tax
return; and

* One of the following 1997 income tax forms may be filed as an alternative to filing a Form 1040A or
1040EZ:  the income tax return required by the tax code of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam,
American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of
Micronesia, or Palau.


